Experiencing the Spirit
th

On Sunday 8 June we will be celebrating Pentecost. In worship we
will hear the story of the Spirit bursting into the upper room like a
fierce storm, tongues of fire resting on the disciples’ heads and
launching them out to convert the crowds in Jerusalem. We will hear
that amazing story, and we will …
Well, we’ll sing some hymns that focus on the Holy Spirit and they
might have a bit more of a swing to them than our normal selections.
Our prayers will give emphasis to the Spirit and we’ll hear a sermon
telling us something about it. But it doesn’t really compare to the story though, does it?!
Personally I’m not overly in-tune with the theatrics of the Holy Spirit
that you could describe speaking in tongues or spiritual healing as. I
don’t see the Spirit as an overwhelming but sporadic force in the
universe. To me the Spirit is an all-encompassing, ever-present force
within the universe. The Spirit as the energy within my heart beating,
the wind blowing, the ebb and flow of the tides, that holds the Earth
spinning around the Sun, and the galaxies around us. The Spirit of
God that exists within, throughout, and beyond the universe. The
Spirit of God that opens up to me the glory of Creation, the gift of life,
and the diversity of my fellow creatures.
I believe that it is through prayer that we can open ourselves up to
the Spirit and commune with God. Listen for the divine voice, share
our ultimate concerns, and feel words of encouragement on the path
that is before us. This is open to us as individuals, but we receive
greater clarity when communities open themselves up to each other
and God in this way. An individual insight can be affirmed, adapted,
and actions taken with greater confidence, clarity, and commitment.
That is why I have such a high regard for church meeting. Despite
the appearance of democracy when we gather for church meeting
we do so in prayer, seeking to discern God’s will. We are sharing
together our dreams, concerns, and insights and through speaking
the truth in love come to decisions that lead us closer to God’s
kingdom. We are not expressing personal preferences, we are trying
to catch God’s dream for our lives together.
With every blessing, Rev’d David R. Coaker

THE POWER OF SMALL CHOICES
Discussion group based on the films
‘Shawshank Redemption’ and
‘Babette’s Feast
Watch: Babette’s Feast
Sunday 22nd June 2-4pm, the Manse

Watch: Shawshank Redemption
Sunday 20th July 2-4pm, the Manse
Thursdays, 7.30-9.00pm, the Manse
24th July
31st July
7th Aug
14th Aug
28th Aug

1 .Faith—freedom or straitjacket?
2 .The Church—repressive or redemptive?
3. Nurture—blessing or bane?
4. Nature—servant or master?
5. Chaos—chance and connectedness?

Hilary Brand looks at the power of the small choices we make on a
daily basis and the role of faith in enabling or inhibiting choice.
Many of us feel that our lives are very small. It is for others to
make the big statements, the noble sacrifices, the grand gestures
of faith. But within our humdrum lives lie a million small
choices - any one of which could have huge consequences for
ourselves, for those around us, and for the world.
She looks at what science and contemporary culture have to say
about notions of freedom and responsibility, and the role of faith in
enabling or inhibiting choice. She then applies this to the human
scale, focusing on real life examples of people who have made a
difference through the choices they have made.
Group sessions are structured around examination the two films
which serve to highlight how choice can be exercised even in the
most limited of circumstances.
The course provides weekly session which include video extracts,
questions and further readings to help stimulate discussion
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FAMILY NEWS
In a previous edition of our journal there was a note to announce
that Marjorie Wrennall had accepted the role of Pastoral
Co-ordinator for the church family and that the normal practice
would be to let her have any and all items of ‘news’ involving any of
our people so that any sharing of news and/or follow up action/could
be taken.
What you read below is really what has been picked up
casually rather than officially notified so items about which perhaps
we ought to know may have been missed.
We really want everyone to feel that they are a valued part of the
church family and Marjorie is the way to see that the family keeps in
touch.
This is what Marjorie has been able to gather about
concerns in recent weeks
In our prayers we think of :Betty Melling who was in Coronary Care at Chorley Hospital after a
heart attack She is now recovering at her daughter’s home in
Longton.
Sylvia Bairstow and Ellis Cochrane who are both recovering after
minor surgery.
Brenda Bellingham whose husband Alan, has recently undergone
major surgery.
June Kay and her brother David who are also facing anxieties over
their health.
We also offer our support to Audrey Pritchard, Barbara McHugh,
Linda Barnes and Glynis Bury who have had recent health
problems and anxieties.
Joyce Robinson who had a fall whilst on holiday.
Janet Holme is now in much better health and it was good to see
her back at church recently.
Ernest Wrennall has had knee replacement surgery in hospital and
is hobbling towards recovery. He wishes to record his thanks for
the many cards, telephone enquiries and offers of help which were
received. However the proposed Hilbre Island expedition will have
to wait a little longer still until his mobility improves.
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We offer thanks to the following.
Stella Eccleston for the way she has acted as Pulpit Supply
Secretary for the past ten years. She has done a marvellous job and
we are very grateful. Ann Gill and Jan Chapman will share
responsibility for this work in the immediate future and we thank them
for this.
Jackie Cochrane for her on-going work as Church Treasurer. She
presented the church accounts for 2013 at the last church meeting
and so showed something of the amount of work that she does for us
in this, and so many other ways. We are so very grateful. We also
thank Ian Dempsey for acting as auditor once again.
Betty Melling and Jackie Cochrane for providing the Mothering
Sunday flowers and to Jackie, Lorna, Julie and Ann who prepared
them for presentation
All who assisted in any way at the Spring Fair which raised £616.
During Leyland’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we hosted one
of the lunch time services which was led by our minister. This was
followed by a light lunch for which we are indebted to Lorna and
Mollie for providing the food and to Ann who, with help from many
people, served our guests from the kitchen.
Ellis Cochrane, assisted by Jackie, for running another successful
Quiz evening which raised £310 for the church. Also Linda.Barnes,
Linda Crump and Mollie Ward for making the hotpots.
Margaret Barton and family wish to thank all those who sent flowers,
cards , letters of sympathy and donations totalling £375 to the
Williams Syndrome Foundation following the death of Robert.
On May 11th we welcomed into our church family, baby Isabelle
Evelyn, daughter of Steven and Donna Mclaren and grand daughter
of Linda and Alan Kay. David took the service.
We send our love and best wishes to Glyn and Mary Eatock as Glyn
passed his 80th birthday milestone on 1st June
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Some Words from Mother Theresa
People are often unreasonable and self-centred.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are honest, people may cheat you.
Be honest anyway.
If you find happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today may be forgotten tomorrow.
Do good anyway
Give the world the best you have and it will never be enough!
Give your best anyway.
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God.
It never was between you and them anyway.

Thanks to Jan Chapman for submitting this
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THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
An open and relaxed ten-session exploration
of key passages from this book.
Wednesday’s 7.30-9.00pm
Penwortham United Reformed Church
SESSIONS
11/6 25/6 2/7 30/7 06/8 27/8 10/12 14/1 28/1 11/2
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Many of the verses of Isaiah are familiar to us as beloved passages
we read and sing each Christmas and Easter season.
But Isaiah is more than just a holiday reading. Isaiah speaks of God's
relationship to the prophet, the people, the kings, and the servant.
Isaiah's message invites us to explore God's personal character and
develop a deeper understanding of the living God, the Holy One of
Israel.
Passages:
1: YHWH (God) and the Word, Part One (Isaiah 1)
2: YHWH and the People, Part One
3: YHWH and Isaiah (Isaiah 6)
4: YHWH and Ahaz (Isaiah 7:1–17; 9:1–7)
5: YHWH and Hezekiah (Isaiah 36—37)
6: YHWH and the People, Part Two (Isaiah 40:1–11)
7: YHWH and the Servant (From Isaiah 42, 49, 50, 52–53)
8: YHWH and Idols (Isaiah 44:9–20)
9: YHWH and the Word, Part Two (Isaiah 55)
10: YHWH and All Flesh (Isaiah 66)
Each volume focuses on ten key passages from a book of
the Bible and can serve as the basis for a ten-session study or be
easily modified for shorter or longer schedules. Featuring maps,
illustrations, definitions of key terms, interesting biblical facts and
features, questions for reflection or discussion, as well as a leader's
guide with suggestions for group use, IBS combines a great heritage
of scholarship with a fresh approach to biblical study.

6

Leyland U.R.C. Open Gardens 2014.
WHEN:- Saturday 12th July 2014, 1.30pm to 5.00 pm.
WHERE:- Gardens: Dave and Rita Coaker for refreshments, Neil & Jean
Fow, Sarah Goldson, David and Christine Holmes (addresses in the year
book).

HOW:

- Tickets: available from the gardeners. Price: Advance £2:50, on the
day £3:00. One ticket covers all gardens. Accompanied children free.
Raffle and possibly plant sales. Raffle prizes, especially, but not
necessarily, of an association of a gardening nature would be
appreciated.
Final details will be circulated in Church nearer the date.
We hope you will join us on what we hope will be a lovely sunny
afternoon.
Christine Holmes

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Thanks to the fact that we had eight volunteers (two more than
last year) we managed to cover 80% of the area of Leyland (the
Langdale Road estate) designated for us for the door to door
collection for Christian Aid. The total that was collected and
sent off to Christian Aid was £625 07, much the same as last
year. We thank our collectors - Dianne and Greg Bolan, Alison
Dempsey (with family help?), BrendaHolmes, Irene Entwistle, Liz
Jenkins, Joanne Wrennall (assisted by Chris) and Ernest
Wrennall for each of them visited every house on their
designated areas certainly at least two and possibly three timesand front doors are set well back from the footpaths in areas
like these.
As a collector one would wish that there was some sort of
by-law to insist that houses with a double front door should have
a door bell that worked or a good loud door knocker - and a
letter box shield that did not trap the posties knuckles.
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ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED –AND COUNTING
Way back in the middle of the last century, when most
churches had a thriving Youth structure, it was the custom in
Congregational churches that the first Sunday in May each
year would be classed as Young People‟s Day and the worship
that day be left in the hands of the youngsters.
Leyland Congs. made this a real feature with choir
stalls, lectern and pulpit duties being shared out among the
volunteers. Because of commitments at University and
National Service, the present writer had been able to escape
such involvement but in 1957, with demobilisation approaching, pressure was placed on him. to take weekend leave and
„do the sermon‟. So it was that on 5th May that year I
preached my first ever „sermon‟ on the unlikely text (for use
of set lectionary was a foreign concept) “Moses knew not that
the skin of his faith shone” (Exodus 34 v 29). My sermon
number one!
When army duty ended I and others got involved in the
Preston District Youth Preaching Team who filled in to lead
worship wherever and whenever the District Preaching Plan
Secretary had an empty pulpit to fill – and somehow seamlessly found myself being sent out as a fill in preacher as a
one man band. So by the end of 1957 I had done 3 such
services, with 7 in 1958 and 10 in 1957. By this time I had
been added to the list of on call lay preachers and a member
of the District Lay Preachers Fellowship and being booked to
lead worship hither and thither.
I keep records and I averaged about 16 engagements per
year in the 1960s and 70s and about 24 per year in the 1980s.
As I became better known the number of invitations to lead
worship increased to an average of 35 per year in the 1990s
and 40 plus in the present century. In 2008 the highest score
of 53 was reached.
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In April 2002 I passed the 1000 mark with a special service
at Leyland - and on 16th March 2014 I passed the next milestone as I led worship at Christ Church, Longridgemy Sermon Number 1500.
I can identify 63 different churches where I have preached
with Longridge (132), Leyland (125) and Fulwood (107) being
the top three though there have been well over 400 visits to
churches on the Fylde coast. The total mileage involved in
getting to and from these 1500 preaching engagements is
38,866 miles.
The furthest journeys have been to Kirkheaton
Huddersfield, visits arranged when Bob and June Kay‟s
daughter Elizabeth was the Pulpit Supply Secretary there.
and the most difficult probably being a solitary visit to take
an evening service at Kirkby Lonsdale Congregational Church
all done by public transport in the days before I had a car.
Though I will go on leading worship whenever I can, I do not
expect to reach any more milestones.
So if you have been wondering why I am missing from
worship at Leyland so often over the years, now you know.
I have 1500 alibis.
Ernest Wrennall

ITEMS FOR NEXT MAGAZINE
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER TO LINDA KAY BY 20TH JULY
AT THE LATEST PLEASE
Email: lindakay@blueyonder.co.uk
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CHURCH AND WORSHIP DIARY FOR JUNE
Sun 1st
rd

Tues 3
Wed 4

th

Worship led by Carol and Henry Rose

10.30am

Lunch Club (*1)

12.30pm

Amnesty International

7.30pm

Lancs Area Gathering at Penwortham

7.00pm

‘Working as a team’
Sun 8th

Worship led by the minister

10.30am

Communion
Prayer stations in Church after the service
Mon 9

th

Wed 11
Sun 15
Sat

Fabric Committee

th

th

21

st

7.30pm

Isaiah study course begins at Penwortham
Worship led by Revd Geoff Tolley

10.30am

Leyland Summer Festival (*2)
Ramble

Sun 22nd Worship led by the minister

10.30am

Parade
Mission boxes received at this service‘
‘Babette’s Feast’ DVD at the Manse (*3)

2pm

th

Wed 25 Lay Preachers meeting at Lytham URC (*4) 7.30pm
Thurs 26th Elders Meeting
Sat 28

Church outing to Ambleside.

11.30am

th

Worship led by the Minister

10.30am

Sun 29
(*1)

7.00pm

th

Fellowship with a light lunch served in the church hall..

Open to all without charge (but donations gratefully received.)
(*2) We hope to serve refreshments and have a cake stall in
the church garden during the procession time. Churches
Together in Leyland would also welcome volunteers to join the
procession wearing a national costume or waving a national flag
as part of the church display Contact Rebecca Higgs on
07890208539. 1)
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(*3) The film viewing will be followed by discussion evenings as
for the previous studies based on ‘Chocolat’
(*4) Though nominally for worship leaders, the evening is a
practical session on voice production and would benefit any one
who ever has to speak or read in public. Ernest is offering
transport.

CHURCH AND WORSHIP DIARY FOR JULY
Tues 1st Lunch Club
Amnesty International
Sun 6

th

Sat 12
Sun 13

Worship led by Revd Geoff Tolley
th

th

12.30pm
7.30pm
10.30am

Open gardens (*1)
Worship led by the minister

10.30am

Communion
Church meeting
Thurs 17

th

Sat

th

19

Elders meeting

7.30pm

Ramble followed by Barbecue hosted by
Ian and June Holt (*2)

Sun 20

th

Worship led by Yvonne Hawkins

10.30am

Sun 27

th

Worship led by the minister

10.30am

(*1) Neil Fow has arranged for a number of gardens belonging to
members of the church fellowship to be open for you to visit
during this day. Details available soon.
(*2) Though part of the Rambling Club programme this splendid
afternoon and early evening event is open to anyone even those
who do not feel up to tackling the (gentle, low level) walk which
comes first. Last year two of the walkers who completed the
walk were under five years old. But come for the barbecue anyway – just bring your own meat for Ian to cook.
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CENTRAL LANCASHIRE TEAM MINISTRY
An update on the current position
The creation of the proposed four church /two minister
grouping involving Kirkham, Fulwood, Penwortham and
Leyland URCs is now well beyond the proposal stage as
representatives from the four churches have all reported
that their church meetings have agreed for the go ahead
and details of how things will be sorted out have been
prepared. A great deal of careful planning has been carried
out by the working party so ably chaired by Revd Paul Pells
(who now steps down from that position) with Margery
Pitcher from Fulwood as the very efficient Secretary.
Not only is there a properly constructed Constitution document but also a very finely detailed ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ paper which spells out exactly who does what in
the new partnership.
Church profiles have been prepared - Neil Fow did ours
largely based on the one we had when we were seeking a
minister before Dave came –and a four church summary is
prepared to explain to any interested minister seeking a
change what the post would involve-including the rather
confusing notion that 25% of the new person’s time may be
used in other pastorates as the Synod or Area Pastoral
Committees see fit. Not our worry!
The vacancy will be (or perhaps already has been)
advertised nationally to all ministers in normal fashion and if
someone sees this as a challenge they would like to take on,
profile details will be made available and face-to face
meetings arranged by a future Vacancy Committee made up
of Elders from all four churches.
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In any future set up Dave would primarily remain as the
Leyland and Penwortham minister with the new person
concerned mainly with the life of Fulwood and Kirkham, and
would be based in Fulwood. However Dave would need to be
accepted by the Fulwood and Kirkham members just as the
new person would need to be recognised as minister by the
two south of the Ribble churches for each minister would
preach occasionally in the other church.
One experiment being considered is to take stock of the
worship leading resources in the group – two ministers,
several active retired ministers, two Accredited Lay
Preachers and three existing Worship Teams so that can
perhaps be used by all four churches. Currently Margery
Pitcher is seeing if some sort of internal Preaching Plan
might be drawn up for the whole group so that individual
Pulpit Supply Secretaries have to find outside leaders less
often.
We are the one church without a regular internal Worship
Group so Ernest would be interested to hear from any of
our church family who would like to get involved in this sort
of thing.
So now we wait to see if some minister somewhere is
looking for pastures new and perhaps just happens to be a
Preston North end Supporter.
Then things will start to happen.
Ernest Wrennall
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PRAYER STATIONS
Join us as we read, reflect, act and pray
our way through Matthew’s Gospel
The stations will be available after Sunday morning
worship: 11.30am-2.00pm.
Sunday 8th June

Matthew 12:22 – 17:23

Sunday 13th July

Matthew 17:24 – 23:39

Sunday 31st August

Matthew 24:1 – 28:20

A prayer station is a space created to aid reflection. Around the worship space there will be numbered spaces for you to visit in turn. The
prayer stations will each focus on a different part of Matthew’s Gospel. They will use different styles and ways of praying, and
include different symbolic actions as you reflect and journey through
the stories.
“ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY NOT OUT”
This is the title of the brand new history of our church from its
birth as Leyland Congregational Church up to the time of its 150th
Triple Jubilee celebrations in 1996. Written by Ernest Wrennall with
much editorial and production assistance from his good friend Tom
Birch from Fleetwood URC, this well illustrated book of 238 pages is
priced at £9.95 with all profits, once actual printing cost are covered,
going to church funds.
The book was launched at the May parade service in our
church which Ernest led using an historical theme. In the near future
copies will be available each Sunday from Ernest or Marjorie though
the demand following the first service suggests that a reprint order
will be required as the initial estimate of copies needed was not
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GARDENING
At the time of writing it is hot and sunny, the ground has dried
out and everything is growing well. My pergola is covered in
bloom from the wisteria and the golden hop is climbing up after
it’s winter rest and will soon be providing more shade as it
travels across the top runner.
The rhododendrons are in flower and are due a massive prune
along with other shrubs once the birds have finished nesting.
One hundred sweet pea plants are climbing up a net and the
delphiniums are in bud. The fuchsia plants in the greenhouse are
beginning to get a little crowded but will soon have more room
once I get all the bedding plants (grown from seed) planted, now
that it is warmer at night.
The garden centres have a wider range of summer bedding
plants which can be safely bought now and why not try a few
summer bulbs. Lilies can look spectacular planted in small groups
in the border but look out for lily beetles which are bright red
in colour and can really spoil the foliage.
Look out for other pests such as aphids, these can be blasted
off using a hosepipe, this is much safer than using chemical
sprays. It is possible to use a garlic concentrate diluted with
water, pests including slugs do not like the smell of it.
Avant garden centre have promised to obtain it!
Enjoy your garden.

Eddie
15

GUILD PROGRAMME
3rd June

Hylda Hurst–
Baltic Cruise

10th June

Doreen Hough
A policeman’s role in the late 50’s

17th June

Iris Gascoigne and Margaret Baldwin

24th June

Angela Danby
‘My life as a journalist’

1st July

Bring and Buy Sale

8th July

Ernest Wrennall

15th July

Annual General Meeting
TRANSPORT ROTA

We are now receiving additional requests from members of our
fellowship who need transport to and from church each Sunday.
If you can help just once per month please see Marjorie
Wrennall.
FAIRHAVEN URC
You are cordially invited to join with the congregation of
Fairhaven and Lytham URC as they induct Rev’d David Phillips to
offer oversight to Lytham URC and create this pastorate.
The service will take place on Sunday 15th June at 3pm at
Lytham URC (Bannister Street, Lytham, FY8 5HP) followed by
light refreshments
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RAMBLE
In the absence of your usual correspondent who has
walked so much he needed a new knee, I will
attempt to cover the latest ramble. It was led by
David Lamb and set off from Grange over Sands
railway station. A group of 12 of us gathered in
idyllic weather and set off to Brown Rokin Nature
Reserve. The walk started amongst woodland (which
Ernest Wrennall would not have liked), and whilst
David described it as “uppity” it seemed a bit more
challenging than that! After some gentle walking we
had some more “uppity” through Eggerslock woods
but eventually at the top we had magnificent views
of God‟s own land, the Lake District.
We had the brew stop overlooking Morecambe Bay
with Arnside Knott on the other side and surrounded
by mountains, breathtaking , and with nicely
flattened rocks to sit on it was perfect.
During the walk there was an abundance of wild
garlic, native bluebells and orchids but we never
saw the hawfinch which was a possibility but that
didn‟t spoil a wonderful day.
A big thank you to David for organising this walk.
Do join us on the next one and we hope Ernest will
be back soon.
Mollie Ward
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FLOWER LIST FOR JUNE/JULY 14
1st June The Ward family-Memories of loved ones
8th June Brenda Holmes—Memories of father
15 June Graham Kilmartin—Memories of Joan, mum and
sister
22 June Shaun, Janet and family—memories of George
and Pat Calman
29 June Enfys, Gwilym and family, Elaine , Frank and
families in loving memories of parents.
6 July
Bob Kay—Memories
13 July Neil and Jean Fow—Memories
20 July Brenda Holmes—Memories of Geoffrey
Lionel Glover—Memories of Marjorie
27 July Memories of John and Isabelle White from the
family

FOOD BANK

We are collecting items of food to donate to
St Mary’s food bank.
Lists of appropriate food items are available in
church and it is hoped that this will become a
regular weekly activity.
The food box is located in the left hand side
porch.
Please look out for details in church and try to
support this worthwhile initiative.
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ROTAS FOR JUNE
Steward

Lessons

Flower Distribution

8TH

Julie Key
Rhys Pownall

David Holmes
Jackie Cochrane

Lois Porter
Linda Barnes

15th

Irene Entwistle

Sarah Goldson
Ann Gill

Alison Dempsey
Marjorie Wrennall

22nd

Sylvia Bairstow

Jan Chapman
Linda Barnes

Sylvia Bairstow
Mollie Ward

29th

Eddie Reynolds

Uniformed
Organisations

Jan Chapman
Jackie Cochrane

If you need to change your place on the Lessons rota please arrange
your own swop and then let Linda Barnes know

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS FOR JUNE
8th

Lorna Bowling

Ann Gill

15th

Brenda Farrer

Irene Entwistle

Barbara McHugh

Linda Crump

22nd
29th

Uniformed Organisations

SATURDAY CAFÉ JUNE
7TH

Lois Porter

Jackie Cochrane

14th

Irene Entwistle

Brenda Farrer

21st

Ann Gill

Linda Barnes

28th

No cafe
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ROTAS FOR JULY
Stewards

Lessons

Flower distribution

6TH

Stella Eccleston

13th

Frank McHugh

Ian Dempsey
Stephen Crump
Linda Kay
Mollie Ward

Barbara McHugh
Linda Crump
Lois Porter
Linda Barnes

20th

Julie Key
Rhys Pownall

Arnold Rayton
David Holmes

Alison Dempsey
Marjorie Wrennall

27th

Irene Entwistle

Jackie Cochrane
Sarah Goldson

Sylvia Bairstow
Mollie Ward

Ann Gill
Jan Chapman

Jan Chapman
Jackie Cochrane

Aug 3rd Sylvia Bairstow

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS FOR JULY
6th

Sylvia Bairstow

Linda Barnes

13th

Brenda Farrer

Irene Entwistle

20th

Barbara McHugh

Linda Crump

27th

Mollie Ward

Ann Gill

(3rd Aug)

Sylvia Bairstow

Linda Barnes

SATURDAY CAFÉ JULY
5th

Sylvia Bairstow

Mollie Ward

12th

Irene Entwistle

Brenda Farrer

19th

Jackie Cochrane

Ann Gill

26th
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No cafe— closed till September

