Desiring our needs

July 10™ next year will mark my tenth year as a minister of word and
sacrament within the United Reformed Church and will be shortly
followed by my son’s second birthday, my fifth wedding anniversary,
and first sabbatical leave. A lot has changed for me personally since |
was ordained as a minister, but the changes began before then.

| candidated for ministry without any preconceptions. Personally, after
twelve years as an engineer and moving companies, | knew that |
was more fulfilled by how | spent my evenings and weekends than
how | spent my days. Through conversations with friends, youth
workers and ministers | felt there was another path for me to follow. |
candidated for ministry to find out if that was the path. If the answer
had been ‘no’, | hope | would have reacted as if a possibility had been
clarified rather than being rejected. The answer was ‘yes’ and so
began four years of truly engaging with the Bible, my faith and the
Church. Preparation for ministry did have its challenges and | will be
forever grateful to the lecturers who opened my mind to the wonder of
God, the ministers who shared their ministries with me, and the fellow
ordinands with whom | shared a bottle of red and tried to make sense
of it all. My final year began the process of seeking a pastorate and
with that same sense of exploring | met and preached in Warrington
and was called and ordained.

After five years serving two churches and reflecting on the steps
forward and backward, the blessings and detriments, the
opportunities and obstacles, it was time to look elsewhere. At this
point we met and explored whether our paths should come together.
We all agreed that they should and so for the last four years we’ve
journeyed together. Our shared journey is mirrored by other URCs.

As congregations and ministers we are in a very different world from
where the Church found itself twenty or more years ago. Fewer
people seem to be interested in what we do. We're getting older, and
the current generations seem quite happy to leave us be. We don’t
really understand them, or they us. We try to attract and welcome
new people but with little success we become tired of it, and look
inward more and more. The reality of reducing memberships and only
a gradual reduction in buildings, mean we have to share ministers
and we’ve never fully thought through what that means We easily sort
out the Sundays and the finances, but as for the rest of it we muddle
through.



This isn’t healthy as it leaves congregations with the expectations of a
minister to themselves and ministers trying to do everything with only
the same number of hours in the day. Priorities need to be set, and
ways of sharing out the tasks amongst the elders and members to
ensure the needs and desires of the congregation are met. | say
needs and desires as they are not always the same thing. It feels that
congregations often desire pastoral care and Sunday worship, but
need — in the light of God’s kingdom — to be about reaching out,
deepening our faith, ensuring our future, and serving our community.

Through my preparation for ministry and my service thus far my
priorities and enthusiasm, my desires, have always been directed
more towards those needs than the desires. There is a balance to be
struck, and we need to explore how together we can meet our desires
and truly engage with our needs. As congregations we must not focus
only on our desires or else we will become a private club, welcoming
people like us, and accepting inevitable decline. Engaging with our
needs opens ourselves up to other people, it challenges us, it means
change, but it is also more truly grounded in the faith we inherited.
Our forebears built churches, established charities, taught and cared
for people, and passed on a great legacy expecting us to do the
same. It is a different world, but God in Christ is still challenging us to
make it a better one!

Today, as we seek to declare, discern and live as followers of Christ;
this is the same message, the same gospel, which was declared on
Galilean hillsides.

We do this as a congregation, we do it as part of the United
Reformed Church, and we do it alongside our brothers and sisters in
Christ locally and nationally. We do not exist in isolation. We stand
amongst a great cloud of withesses going back to the dawn of faith
and onward into eternity. May we step forward in faith, acknowledging
our desires and energetically engaging with our needs in the name of
Christ, to the glory of God, in the unity of the Spirit, for the sake of
God’s world and all people.

With every blessing, Rev’d David R. Coaker



A NEW VENTURE

A new family group called 'Little Mites' is
opening at Leyland URC, in September 2013 on
Tuesday mornings starting the

10™ September, from 10am till 11.30am,
refreshments provided.

We are meeting in the Primary room for play-
time, then snack, then a singalong.

All are welcome with their children aged O to 4 years.

If you have any toys that you could donate they would be most
welcome as we need a home corner with a kitchen, pram, dolls, a
craft area, book area, baby corner, dressing up box, farm
animals, zoo animals, cars and trucks, lining paper, table top
toys like wooden jigsaws etc . Any help would be very gratefully
received.

Ann Gill

THE 39TH AFRICAN CHILDREN'S CHOIR TOUR

Churches together in Leyland will be hosting the African
Children's Choir in concert at St Mary's church, Broadfield
Drive on Friday 4th October at 7.30 pm

The choir coming to Leyland will have 20 children from Uganda.
Also in the concert are children from St Mary's Primary School.
They will sing songs of their own choice and join with the
African Children’s choir too.

Please support this event—Tickets are £5 for adults, £3 for
children and can be obtained from Linda Barnes,
tel 01772 462738




Leyland's Christians Unite under one Banner

Churches Together in Leyland (CTL) began in 1967, its mission to
response to Jesus' prayer for al his disciples 'that all may be one'.
Over time this had meant parishioners of Leyland churches
together to be a visible sign of God's presence in the town.

CTL activities include worship, fellowship and outreach. Last year
CTL entered a float in the Preston Guild churches parade. The
float's theme 'The Lord's Prayer’, took 18 months planning and
featured a giant pair of hands clasped in prayer and was
accompanies by walkers aged 7 to 70 years.

Joint worship events include Women's World Day of Prayer in
March and the Walk of Witness on Good Friday. The 45th Walk
of Witness took place this year with Christians walking between
two of the town's churches, stopping along the way to sing hymns.
Fellowship activities include bringing the talents and enthusiasm
of church members to support various events in the town; Fusion
on the park, Christmas with South Ribble and Lancashire sings
Christmas with BBC Radio Lancashire. The One Voice Choir gives
concerts to raise money.

In its outreach activities CTL is visible in the community. The
Furniture Scheme collects unwanted furniture and delivers it to
those in need. The food Bank, where food is collected by
churches, schools, colleges and individuals for distribution to the
hungry. The SLEAP project, a local charity, provides emergency
accommodation for teenagers and young adults. International Aid
is provided through Tools for Self Reliance, where tools are
refurbished and sent to Africa.

Our belief as Christians in Leyland is that there are more things
that unite us than divide us. This spurs us on to work together to
withess, worship and serve the people of Leyland.

For more information www.churchestogetherinleyland.org or
contact Margaret Dixon (chair) on 01772 457029
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CHRISTIAN AID ANNUAL LECTURE

Following the great success of our first specialist lecture
last year, Christian Aid NW is now making it an annual
event.

Last year's event saw the Rev Trevor Dennis give an engaging
talk on the theme of 'Women in the Bible'.

Our guest speaker this year is the Rev Canon Christopher
Burkett.

“You Must Remember
This”

Christopher will be discussing with us why memory is vital to
discipleship and how we remember together.

The event will take place at
Bold Street Methodist Church,
Palmyra Square North,
Warrington.
WA1 1JQ
On
Thursday 17 October 2013 10.30am.

A light lunch will be provided after the talk. Spaces are limited,
So please book early.
For more information and to book a place



LOVE YOUR GARDEN?

As St Ambrose Open Gardens 2013 was such a successful event in
raising funds, your Elders have decided to try something similar, as we
have done in the past, to hopefully raise some much needed money for
our church. We do need the help of some of our members and friends,
who are prepared to open their gardens to the congregation and friends
for about 3 hours on a consecutive Saturday and Sunday afternoons,
sometime between mid June and the end of July 2014. We already have
one volunteer and 2 possible. If you love your garden and would like to
show it, whether it be very small or large, or would like to discuss it,
please contact Neil Fow on 01772 434166 or by email to
fow.neil@yahoo.co.uk

Please contact Neil sooner rather than later in order that we can

determine the commitment we are going to get to make it worthwhile.
JUNIOR CHURCH

During a normal morning service in mid July a very significant ceremony
took place as the Junior Church leader, Ian Dempsey related at the
time. This is what he said..

This week is both an exciting and lightly daunting week for a
number of children in Junior Church as they go to High School for the
first time.

I am sure that I speak on behalf of Leyland URC in wishing them
well - looking at the children I can't believe that it has come around so
quickly as it does not seem all that long ago that Alison was taking a
photo of Sally on her first day at Primary School.

High School is a great opportunity - a chance to try new activities,
subjects and also to make new friends. Junior church thought it was
important to recognise this big step so we have purchased a Good News
Bible for each child going to High School. Hopefully it will remind them
that wherever they go that both the church and Jesus are with them.
There is also a Bible for Rhys - Rhys started his senior school a few
years ago but we would like to acknowledge his commitment to the
church.


mailto:fow.neil@yahoo.co.uk

At the front of each Bible Dianne Bolan has kindly written a book
plate for each one to remind them of this day.

The Bibles went to Rhys Pownell, James Bamber, Lily Goldson,
Sally Dempsey and Thomas Jenkins.

LANGASIRE ARER EVENTS

Open gatherings for fellowship, discussion and exploration

2nd October- - Pillars and Propellers

Rev'd Paull Pells will lead an interactive evening of reflection
concerning the joys of and frustrations, opportunities and lim-
itations of Eldership and Local Leadership in the URC today and
tomorrow.

6th November—Christianity as a Minority Faith

Aftab Alexander Mughal will offer a reflection and enable

discussion grounded in his experience of being a Christian in
Pakistan.

All these gathering are at Penwortham URC, Liverpool Rd and will
start at 7pm for refreshments and a bring and share meal.

We hope this will create opportunities for us to build relation-
ships, discuss issues relevant to our live together and experience

different ways of being Church to help discussion and activities
within congregations.

For more details contact Rev'd David Coaker on
01772 462229

pastoral.urclancs@gmail .com



FAMILY NEWS

We welcomed the following babies into our church fellowship.
Jade Ellen May Slater Campbell on 11™ August

Riley Joshua Cochrane baby son of Jake and Becky, and grandson of Ellis
and Jackie on 18™ August.

We offer sympathy to the family of the late Elsie Trafford . She was a
loyal member of the Guild and her funeral took place at Charnock Richard
Crematorium on Monday 5™ August

We remember in our prayers our church friends who have been in
hospital having treatment or been unwell at home.

Alan Kay, Paul Martin, Joyce Robinson, Robert and Margaret Barton,
Audrey Pritchard and Mary Taylor.

Congratulations

To Sally Dempsey, and her friend Emily on jointly winning the
Good Citizen award in their last year at primary school.

To Brenda Holmes who will celebrate her 80™ Birthday on 24th
October and Alys Blackhurst who will be 104 on 3™ October.

Belated congratulations to Glynis and Dennis Bury on their Ruby
Wedding Anniversary which they celebrated on 8™ September-.

Bob Kay now lives at 6 Greenwood Court, Leyland PR25 2SL, tel-
ephone 01772 433511

James Bamber, during the summer successfully completed another week
of Holiday Bible Club at Leyland Methodist Church. Annually they put on a
week of fun and engaging activities for young children through to young
people that contain stories, songs, craft, music, snacks and even puppets!
The week could not operate without the huge band of volunteer leaders
that lead the different age groups through the theme for that year.
James is now in purple group but has over the past 7 years worked his
way up through red, yellow, green and blue groups. After the age of 13
some of purple group stay on as young leaders as with approx. 100
children taking part each day they need lots of willing helpers!
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The daily lunchtime services are totally engaging and the music pitched
at the young people - everyone leaves totally uplifted. It is a wonderful
sight to see so many young people engaged with God in such a fun way.
Besides having attended Holiday Bible Club James has also for the past
two years attended a Youth Alpha Course run by Kathy Lamb a Deacon at
the Church.

AUTUMN FAIR

The annual Autumn Fair is on Saturday 26™ October and we
should be pleased to receive donations of home made cakes or
preserves, good quality bric-a-brac, and books. Mollie would be
grateful for items for the Tombola and raffle prizes. We will be
glad to see you all on the day to join in the fun.

If you have any ideas for 'different' kinds of stalls or
interesting money raising activities the Fund raising group would
be only too pleased to hear from you. Or perhaps you could
volunteer to act as a sales person behind one of the existing
stalls for perhaps just an hour or so to share the load with those
who do this every time.

Such affairs as an Annual Fair should be considered a
whole church activity and not just something that the numerically
challenged Fund raising Committee do on their own.

The Fund Raising Group

(Footnote to the above. Ernest will no doubt produce another of
his quiz papers. Perhaps you could offer to take half a dozen or
so and sell them to your neighbours or to workmates during a tea
break when they have nothing to do. )



New Dance/Fitness classes with Dance Moves!

DANCERSIZE CLASS - Starts Tue 01 October at 10am
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS BALLROOM/LATIN AMERICAN CLASS -
Starts Wed 02 October at 7.30pm

We have 2 brand new classes starting at the United Reformed
Church Hall, Dancersize class starts Tue 1 October, at 10am.
This is a great class to get you fitter, and is based on "Strictly”
dance rhythms, Salsa, Cha Cha and a few others, quite gentle,
but you can make it more aerobic if you wish! So, if you ever
wanted to dance but your partner won't go, it's a chance to do so,
or you can just enjoy getting fit to fabulous music. You don't
have to be a dancer to do these routines, and they are great fun
and easy to follow.

Strictly Come Dancing is back on our screens, so now is your
chance to learn some Ballroom/Latin American dancing. New
Absolute Beginners class starts Wed 02 Oct at 7.30pm, come
along and learn a few steps in a fun and friendly atmosphere.
Make new friends and get fitter at the same time.

All classes are £5 per person, and run by Ann or Kay from Dance
Moves. For more details, see www.dancemoves.me.uk or ring Ann
on 07749 881883, or Kay on 07817 746379.

F ITEMS FOR NEXT MAGAZINE

DECEMBER/JANUARY 2014 TO LINDA KAY BY
17th November AT THE LATEST PLEASE

Email: lindakay@blueyonder.co.uk



http://www.dancemoves.me.uk

GARDENING

The hot summer continued mainly dry and turned out to be the
best in recent years. In the last magazine | wrote about buying
in plants to attract bees, these are continuing to flower and the
number of bees to my garden has increased dramatically.

Bees are not just bees, it had been very interesting getting up
close and seeing all the different kinds, the markings are so
varied.

While in Ambleside recently | was lucky enough to have a
dragonfly land on the back of my hand, what beautiful markings
it had, it must have been over three inches long and a wing
span of four inches. It stayed long enough for Alison to shoot
about a dozen pictures on her digital camera.

Now that the gardens are beginning to look a bit tired it's time to
start tidying up for the winter. Always look at y our garden to find
out what worked for you , what didn’t and how it can be
improved. It maybe that you need to remove plants to a different
place to be move affective. Now is the time to make changes
but do remember to water well, any plants that you move.

The garden centres are now full of spring bulbs so plan now for
spring. A few tubs or containers can brighten up an area around
the front door to be more welcoming, or placed where you can
see them from a window.

Fidi
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PLODS AND RAMBLES

Despite that use of the conventional title for this page, the
word Ramble should not be there at all as no ramble has, in
fact, taken place since the ones reported in the last edition of
our magazine. In August we were all geared up o explore part
of the Lake District with David Lamb but the weather forecast
was so full of dire predictions of storm and tempest that, after
numerous telephone communications, we called the whole thing
of f - wisely as it happened.

The September excursion o Mitton should have taken place
but due to altered holiday plans, the date was moved to the
very last Saturday in the month which is actually three days
after this journal is printed.

However the Pensioners Plods have gone ahead as scheduled as
far as possible on the third Wednesday in the month.

In August we had a splendid local walk in the Lostock valley to
the south of Moss Side using the Dunkirk Hall as a base. The
route revealed unexpected delights - a sandy beach and a
hidden lake being the main ones. And the follow up meal was
excellent.

The September Plod was much more of a challenge. We met at
the Black Horse in Limbrick on the outskirts of Chorley on the
road towards Rivington. The planned route was found to be
impossibly muddy but the alternative not only had mud in plenty
but also some very high stiles and slippery footbridges. It was
quite a struggle but, very much to the credit of those who had
rarely tackled something so demanding in recent years, the
assault course was conquered without mishap. The excellent
meal before a lovely log fire was their reward. (And they might
even get a mention at the Guild meeting on November 19™)

Ernest Wrennall
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SENIORS DAY AT PENWORTHAM URC

In August a group of eight of us from Leyland URC went to a
Seniors Day held at Penwortham URC. Most of those present were
from the Penwortham area for this was an open invitation to people of
'senior’ age who lived in the locality . However we were made very
welcome with coffee and were than entertained by a former lighthouse
keeper who was very interesting, sometimes extremely humorous and at
other times most exciting. Definitely never mundane.

We then partook of a delicious buffet lunch and tried to answer
a few puzzle sheets - all good fun!

In the afternoon a feam from the Trading Standards committee
of the county council performed a series of sketches about how to avoid
being ‘conned’ either on the doorstep or on the telephone which gave us
all food for thought.

The day was finished of f with a singsong to the piano and
another super day came to a close. Smashing.
Thanks once again, Penwortham.
Mollie Ward

Thank you

From Marjorie and Ernest Wrennall to members of the Guild
and church for cards, flowers and donations received for their recent
80™ Birthdays.

From Lois Porter who writes 'T would like to thank all my church
friends for all that they have done for me over the last few months. I
don't know what I would have done without you all. Thank you again’

To Lesley Lowe for her wonderful service as Elder and Church
Secretary and all the other ways in which she has devoted herself to
the life of our church in recent years. We appreciate that domestic
responsibilities must have priority at this time but very much hope
that , when circumstances allow, she will be once again active in the life
of our, and her, church family.

From Linda Barnes for all the donations of tights and plastic
tops, she has enough now but will still be collecting stamps.

We welcome Alan Kay as he begins his work as our church caretaker.
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CHURCH AND WORSHIP DIARY FOR OCTOBER

Tues 1* Amnesty International 7.30pm
Wed 2™ Area Gathering at Penwortham (*1) 7.00pm
Fri 4™  African Children’s choir at St Marys 7.30pm
Sat 5™ The Ellis Quiz (*2) 7.30 for 8pm
Sun 6" Worship led by Ernest Wrennall 10.30am

Joint service at Penwortham URC 6.30pm

Sat 12"  Synod Meeting
Sun 13™  Grandparents Day

Worship led by the minister 10.30am
Reception of British Legion banner (*3)
Mon 14" Fabric Committee 7.30pm
Thur 17"  Elders meeting 7.30pm
Sat 19"  Ramble
Sun 20"  Worship led by Revd Geoff Tolley 10.30am
Sat 26"  Autumn Fair(*4) 10 amto 1 pm
Sun27™  Worship led by the minister 10.30am
Parade Church Meeting after the service

(*1) “Pillars and Propellors” Revd Paul Pells reflects on leadership in the
URC. Meet at 7pm for a shared meal before a 7.30pm start

(*2) Ellis Cochrane will lead one of his special General Knowledge
Quizzes for teams of about four people. Hot pot supper included but bring
your own drinks. £5

(*3) Since the closure of the British legion building in School Lane a new
home had to be found for the safe and respectful care of their (Ladies
Section) banner. It was an honour for us that we were approached
to provide that home and the banner will be displayed appropriately
in our church from now on.
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CHURCH AND WORSHIP DIARY FOR NOVEMBER

Sun 3" Worship led by Ann Oakden 10.30am
Tues 5Sth Amnesty International 7.30pm
Wed 6™ Area Gathering at Penwortham(*1) 7.00pm

Sun 10"  Remembrance Sunday

Wreath laying at our war memorial 10.20am
Worship led by the minister 10.30am
Parade

Mon 11" Fabric Committee 7.30pm

Sat 16™ Ramble (*2)

Sun 17"  Worship led by Sally Watson 10.30am

Thur 21*  Elders meeting 7.30pm

Sun 24™  Worship led by the minister 10.30am

Mission Boxes
Fri 29"  Community Christingle Service (*3) 6.30pm
with the lighting up of the SRBC Christmas Tree

(*1) “Christianity as a Minority Faith” Aftab Alexander Mughal
shares experiences of being a Christian in Pakistan. Meet at 7pm for a
shared meal before a 7.30pm start.

(*2) A local Leyland area ramble ending at the home of Karen and
Malcolm Birrell for tea.

(*3) This has yet to be confirmed but ,if it is like the similar event
last year, it attracted a large number of non URC families and was a
superb way of demonstrating our identity as “offering a warm
welcome in the heart of Leyland”.
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New | ogo for
Life!

FORLIFE

IF Event

The BIG IF FAST In light of the shocking statistic, that 1in 8
people go to bed hungry every night despite there being enough
food for everyone, Muswell Hill's World Church Committee
decided to take part in the Big IF Fast. Members committed to
fasting as they felt able on 6th June in order to send a message
to the G8 that we want to see an end to unnecessary global hun-
ger. The following Sunday members of the congregation were
told of the campaign and the plan and from a relatively small
worshipping community 16 people signed up for the fast. The idea
seemed to spark the imagination. Members fasted in various ways
- some missed one meal, another missed lunch all week and then
had a very simple meal in the evening, others fasted for 24 hours.
She said 'Going without certainly provides food for thought in the
shape of rumbling tummies every day!' Another said 'Although
fasting for 24 hours is not going to solve the problem of many
people not having enough to eat, I felt I could identify with those
experiencing hunger even if it was for only 24 hours. We were glad to
have the opportunity to make our voices heard. Big IF Event Members
of United Reformed Churches joined thousands of people for the Big IF
rally on Saturday 8 June. 3,500 Christians worshipped in Westminster
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Central Hall for an ecumenical service ahead of the afternoon
rally, which was attended by 45,000 people. The rally marked
the start of a 10-day countdown to the 68 summit in Northern
Ireland on 17-18 June.

The issues

In 2013, we need our leaders to tackle four big IFs.

1. Aid - Enough food for everyone IF we give enough aid to stop
children dying from hunger and help the poorest families have

enough food to live.

2. Land -Enough food for everyone IF we stop poor farmers
being forced off their land, and we grow crops to feed people

not fuel cars.

IF we stop land grabs, we can make sure that millions of people

get enough to eat.

IF we grow crops for food not fuel, we can stop millions going

hungry.

3. Tax -Enough food for everyone IF governments stop big
companies dodging tax in poor countries, so that millions of

people can free themselves from hunger.

4. Transparency -Enough food for everyone IF we force governments and
investors are open and honest about the actions that prevent people
getting enough food.
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IF our leaders take these steps, it will change the future for millions of
people who live with the day to day struggle of hunger. This year could be
the beginning of the end for global hunger.

What is IF?

Enough Food for Everyone IF is a great movement of individuals and
organisations who have joined together to demand an end to the scandal
of hunger. We know we can end hunger. All this suffering and death is
preventable IF we make enough noise to persuade our governments to
act. We need you to join us to end the scandal of hunger. Our leaders will
listen IF we act together and act now. Sign up at

www.enoughfoodif.org

Together, we can make 2013 the beginning of the end for
global hunger. Together, we can make IF happen.

Over the two-day summit, tackling fax dodging was discussed at length
- avictory in itself thanks fo the pressure you have put on David
Cameron. The outcomes of the summit go some way towards tackling
tax dodging, but more must be done to support poor countries in this
fight.

This summit is a step in the right direction, but more is needed in the
coming months from David Cameron and other world leaders. Your
pressure has got us this far - it's put tax near the top of the political
agenda - but politicians must now do more to turn their words into
actions that help poor countries.

Your support is crucial for us to keep this pressure up.

Get involved

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/ActNow/blog/june-2013/progress-but-
theres-a-long-way-to-go-on-tax.aspx
Visit the above web page to email David Cameron and make sure the gov-

ernment keeps to its promises so that tax dodgers have nowhere to hide.
Alternatively send him a letter.
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Sunday 13th October 2013
10.30am
Leyland United Reformed Church
Celebrate
Grandparents Day
All welcome
Children bring your Grandparents
along
Grandparents bring your Children
and Grandchildren along
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RECENT HAPPENINGS

Once upon a time the Summer Holidays were a quiet time when
‘events’ did not take place. Not true these days .

Worship has gone on more or less normally Sunday by Sunday
though we should note the Welcome Service when we try a different
approach to worship in the hope that it may attract people for whom
the established pattern has no appeal. We have yet to find the
answer but are very appreciative of the way Lorna organised a
different service on a Lords Prayer theme with a choice of activities
before a concluding act of worship including some of the things done
earlier. Lorna and Pat even provided soup for a fellowship time at
the end of the service and we thank them for that also.

Towards the end of August, Mollie and Peter Ward opened
their house and garden ( and assorted sheds) for their annual Garden
Party which was very well attended — Mollie has lots of friends!

The kitchen did a roaring trade and those who manned it did a
tremendous job. The raffle and tombola kept the money coming in
and, as well as the garden lucky dip, there were stalls for cakes,
books, paintings and Bric a brac under the Gazebos on the lawn.
Though coldish, it kept fine and in the end we were pleased to report
that about £870 was made. We thank every one concerned
especially Mollie and Peter themselves for their hard work and
generous hospitality.

Then towards the end of September we had Harvest Weekend
with such a lot to cram into a short time. On Friday 20™ Alison and
Ian Dempsey held their by-now-traditional Christian Aid

tea and cakes event at their home .They had assistance in baking,
serving, washing up etc but the bulk of the work fell on the shoulders
of Ian and Alison and we thank them so very much for this. They
could have done with more customers from church but their many
friends rallied round and in the end a total of £450 was made for
Christian Aid with another £42.75 made for the Eczema Society by
William and Sally from their toy and book sale.
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On the following evening, Saturday 21*, we hosted a concert of
‘Music for Harvest’ given by the ecumenical Leyland and
Penwortham ‘One Voice Choir’ directed by Margaret Greer.

Though there was only a moderate turn out to support this, it was a
thoroughly splendid feast of music all linked in some way with
harvest. During the service for it was as much an act of worship as a
concert, there was a massive response to an appeal for food gifts for
the local St Mary’s Food Bank and what seemed to be a generous
retiring collection for the Farm Africa appeal. The same hard work-
ing members of the Fund raising Group and elders served refresh-
ments. We thank them all.

Though only moderately intended as a money raising event,
even after a donation to the choir, we added nearly £90 to church
funds.

On the following day, after the traditional Harvest Festival
Service led by Dave (and another soup and roll lunch prepared by
Lorna), a fair number of our folk stayed on to take part in the first
Promises Auction we have held for a long time. After a slow start
we had accumulated about fifty lots to be auctioned and, under the
excellent ministrations of auctioneer Greg Bolan, assisted by Mollie
Ward, the bidding was brisk and generous. Sometimes strict auction-
eering rules were bent as rivals were eliminated one by one until on-
ly the highest bidder remained but several winners were led to share a
common experience for an equal bid common to them all. So I find
myself not with my suggested winning three persons to take on an
expedition to Hilbre Islands but now with fifteen people all paying a
common fee to deal with. It was an amazing hour of auctioneering
and raised an incredible amount of £1,690 for church funds.

We thank Greg for being such a splendid auctioneer — those hours of
watching ‘Bargain Hunt’ and ‘Flog it’ certainly paid off.

We are grateful to those who offered the promises and to the victims
(sorry! customers) who got carried away and bid so generously.

A lot of people now have some interesting days out and helping hand
services to look forward to in the days ahead.

Ernest Wrennall
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‘ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY NOT OUT

This is an advertising feature in anticipation of the
publication of a book with this title concerning the story of
Leyland Congregational/ United Reformed Church from its
formation in 1846 to (and slightly beyond) the year of its
Triple Jubilee in 1996.

Two hundred plus pages of text and illustration with events
you may recall, or have heard of, or would love to know
about - and all for ---? That is the point . Printing and
publication does not come cheap and it is rather doubtful if
the book would become national best seller or lead to film
or TV follow-ups.

However Ernest, whose brain child this is, would like to get
some idea how many of you dear readers would be
interested in buying a copy for (guestimate) £6/7 so that a
reasonable print run can be worked out. He will even add
autographs for no extra charge. Ernest knows that he will
do very well to cover costs but if there should be a profit
then it is the church funds that will benefit

Ernest has a proof copy of the first section (about one
fifth of the final volume) fo show the sort of thing we are
talking about. Have a look - and get your order in. Please!

Ernest Wrennall
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1" October

8™ October

15™ October
22" October
29™ October
5™ November

12" November

19™ November

26™ November

3" December

10™ December

GUILD PROGRAMME

Syd Calderbank
Lancashire dialect

Lorna Bowling
Reminiscences

TB.A.

Trip to Briars Hall
Wings of Song
T.B.A.

Stephen Watson
Origami

Ernest Wrennall
The Ramblers Club story

Norman Pearson
A Christmas Journey'

Pat Ashcroft
Iceland

Christmas lunch
Leyland Golf Club.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW
An open and relaxed ten-session exploration
of key passages from this Gospel.
Wednesday's 7.30-9.00pm
Penwortham United Reformed Church
An open and relaxed ten-session exploration of key passages from
this Gospel. Session dates as follows:
18/9 25/9 9/10 23/10 30/10 27/11 8/1 22/1 12/2 26/2
In this Gospel, Matthew tells the story of Jesus, who is the presence of
God and has come to call the faithful to a new level of righteousness.
He challenges his disciples to live each day as participants in God's
kingdom-- be poor in spirit and pure in heart, to turn the other cheek
and to love one's enemies. Through his teachings and healings, Jesus
breaks the bonds of evil and sin and frees each one for a life rich in
celebration and service.
Interpretation Bible Studies (IBS) offers solid biblical content in a
creative study format. Forged in the tradition of the celebrated
Interpretation commentary series, IBS makes the same depth of bibli-
cal insight available in a dynamic, flexible, and user-friendly resource.
Each volume focuses on ten key passages from a book of the Bible and
can serve as the basis for a ten-session study or be easily modified for
shorter or longer schedules.
Featuring maps, illustrations, definitions of key terms, interesting
biblical facts and features, questions for reflection or discussion, as
well as a leader's guide with suggestions for group use, IBS combines a
great heritage of scholarship with a fresh approach to biblical study.
Passages:
1: The Lineage, Birth, and Naming of Jesus Christ (1:1-25)
: The Baptism and Testing of the Messiah (3:13—4:11)
: The Sermon on the Mount, 1 (5:1-5)
: The Sermon on the Mount, 2 (5:6-12, 17-20; 6:5-14)
: Would-Be Disciples and a Lesson (8:18-27; 15:21-28)
: Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Passion (16:13-28)
: Rewards and Grace (19:27—20:16)
: The Parable of the King’s Wedding Banquet (22:1-14)

0O NdNOYUL B~ WN
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PASTORAL AND COMMUNICATIONS

We are delighted to share with the church two new roles that are
being established to improve our life together:

Pastoral Coordinator: Mrs Marjorie Wrennall (01772) 491876

The pastoral care we share with each other is bound up with our life
together as church family. We care for each other by sharing our joys
and sorrows, achievements and disappointments, and of fer support,
encouragement and companionship as we are able.

By creating this role we are seeking to clarify and improve the
pastoral care of our church family. We are doing this by having a
single point of contact for pastoral care who will give direction to
elders and the minister, and enable appropriate sharing of news with
the congregation.

So if there is something you believe the church should know or
respond to make sure you contact Marjorie. We rely upon each other,
and when this is all up and running - if you haven't told Marjorie, then
Leyland URC doesn't know about it!

For a fuller description please see the notice board and if you have
any questions please ask.

Communications Officer: Mr David Holmes (01772) 322519
d.j.holmes@blueyonder.co.uk

Another key part of our life together is making sure we know what
events are happening and that we publicise them. To this end David
will be taking on responsibility for our website, producing and
distributing posters, and making sure we share all the good things we
do with each other and our community.
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Penwortham
United Reformed Church

e

Serving, celebrating, and living the way of Christ together

JOINT SERVICE

in the style of Taizé
Sunday 6th October
6.30pm
Penwortham URC

A warm welcome to both
church
families to worship together!

(Leyland will be returning the favour
on Sunday 27th April 2014)

\\\\»LEY LAND

\United Reformed Church

\%\\\\\\\\
\ y .
\\\ warm We/( ome in the heart Of Leyland
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PRAYER STATIONS

Join us as we read, reflect, act and pray
our way through Matthew's Gospel

The stations will be available after
Sunday morning worship: 11.30am-2.00pm.
Refreshments will be available

Sunday 24th November Matthew 1:1 - 6:18
Sunday 9th February = Matthew 6:19 - 12:21
Sunday 11th May Matthew 12:22 - 17:23
Sunday 29th June Matthew 17:24 - 23:39
Sunday 31st August Matthew 24:1 - 28:20
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Atlantis Explorer Scout Unit News

Tuesday 27™ August saw approx. 25 Explorers, leaders and their families go to
Blackpool to ‘Ride the Lights’. This is when they close the roads, have a trial run
with the lights and let cyclists cycle the whole route there and back from South
Shore to Bispham and back. It was a fabulous atmosphere, there were over 8000
cyclists, some in fancy dress, young, old, tandems, penny farthings etc. and it was a
lovely sunny evening — everyone who took part enjoyed it and we are thinking of
building it into our program each year. Thanks must go to C & W Berry’s for
transporting all the bikes in a large truck and to St Mary’s Church & Jenny Rowan
for letting us use the St Mary’s mini bus to transport all the Explorers — it was a
fabulous night enjoyed by all.

Over the summer 2 Explorers Mike & Phil took part in West Lancs Wilderness
Adventure which was a 10 day canoe adventure on the Swedish Lakes. This
involved them fully being self-sufficient, wild camping, fishing and cooking on
open fires — proper back to basics scouting! Glenn also in May attended a week’s
adventure camp for Explorers in the Ardennes, Belgium and had a wonderful time —
there are so many international opportunities now for the Explorers to get involved
in.

Early September we had our District Explorer Scout Commissioner down and he
signed off 10 Chief Scout Platinum Awards, the Explorers have now all been invited
to a County Presentation Evening to receive their certificates. Most of them are also
on the verge of achieving their D of E Bronze Award.

One weekend in September the Explorers took part in water days at the Anderton
Centre, this allowed them to try sailing, canoeing, kayaking, raft building and bell
boating — it was a great day and everyone had a fabulous time.

On our ‘Creative Arts’ night - 24 Explorers including scouts linking from 1*
Farington & St James joined in the fun. They were challenged to make play doh
campsites and then also to decorate biscuits. Everyone had lots of fun and some
Explorers even brought crafts from home and decorated cakes — it was a Beaver
night for Explorers and everyone had a great time.

The unit is going from strength to strength at the minute, on our books we have 34
Explorer Scouts which for the age range 14-18 year olds is phenomenal. We are
moving forward with our programme over the Winter months planning more Duke
of Edinburgh Awards & Expeditions both at Bronze and Silver.

There is a buzz in Atlantis Explorer Scout unit at present and thankfully we have
recruited 3 more leaders to the team to support us with our swelling numbers.
Welcome to Karen, Claire & Rebecca — your help is most appreciated.

Alison Bamber, Explorer Scout Leader
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WHAT IS FURY—LET US REMIND OURSELVES

The Fellowship of the United Reformed Youth (also known as FU-
RY for short) is a body of young people aged 11-25 within the Unit-
ed Reformed Church. It is led by the FURY Advisory Board (FAB)
and FURY Executive (FE).

There are two national events each year:

The United Reformed Church Youth Assembly is the largest event
taking place over one weekend, with workshops focusing on issues
that surround young people within the church, and ‘Motions’ are
brought forward ensuring further work is carried out by the FURY
Advisory Board on behalf of FURY.

FURY Forum is a smaller weekend-long event, focused on more
spiritual and theological issues that affect young people’s faith.
FURY is an umbrella organisation including all young people
associated with the United Reformed Church and as such
encompasses organisations such as:

British Youth Council

Pilots

URC Guide and Scout Fellowship

A number of years ago we had our own thriving FURY group and
Young Peoples Fellowship and a Youth Group with regular trips and
activities as well as providing the young people an opportunity for
fellowship together.

As a member of our congregation who grew up within the life of this
Church and belonged to these young people’s groups I now find my-
self, as a mother of an 11 year old, asking what do we offer our 11
year olds upwards now i.e. our FURY age young people? Children
& young people are the future of our Church we need to retain them
as active worshipping Christians if our Church wishes to grow. Other
local Churches do have thriving young people’s groups so why can’t
we? Young people — it would also be lovely to hear your views on
what you would like the Church to offer you.

Alison Bamber
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http://www.fury.org.uk/?page_id=980
http://www.urc.org.uk/what_we_do/pilots/pilots
http://www.fury.org.uk/?page_id=977

3 Nov

10 Nov
17 Nov
24 Nov
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FLOWER LIST FOR OCT/NOV i
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Lionel Glover—Memories of parents
Mrs Ribchester—Memories of parents
Marion Howard—Memories

Ken Houlton)

Brenda Holmes ) - Memories

Stella Eccleston—Memories
Vacancy
Maureen Niemayer—Memories of mum

Jackie and Brenda—Memories of mother

FOOD BANK

We are collecting items of food to donate to St

Maryus food

bank.

Lists of appropriate food items are available in
church and it is hoped that this will become a

regular weekly activity

Please look out for details in church and try to
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ROTAS FOR OCTOBER

Stewards Lessons Flowees
6th Linda Crump Jackie Cochrane Jan Chapman
Ann Gill Jackie Cochrane
13th Sylvia Bairstow Linda Barnes Barbara McHugh
Jan Chapman Linda crump
20th Mollie Ward Mollie Ward Lois Porter
Linda Kay Linda Barnes
27th Frank McHugh Uniformed Linda Barnes
Organisations Volunteer??

If you need to change your place on the Lessons rota please arrange
you own swop and then let Stella Eccelston know

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS FOR OCTOBER

6th Linda Crump Barbara McHugh
13th Brenda Farrer Irene Entwistle
20th Mollie Ward Sylvia Bairstow
27th Uniformed

Organisations

SATURDAY CAFE OCTOBER

5th Lois Porter Ann Gill
12th Sylvia Bairstow Mollie Ward
19th Jackie Cochrane Linda Barnes

26th Brenda Farrer Irene Entiwstle




ROTAS FOR NOVEMBER 2013

Flower distribution

Stewards Lessons
3rd Julie Key Ian Dempsey Sylvia Bairstow
Rhys Pownall Sarah Goldson Mollie Ward
10th | Eddie Reynolds Uniformed Jan Chapman
Organisations Jackie Cochrane
17th | Stella Eccleston Stella Eccelston Barbara McHugh
David Holmes Lois Porter
24th Marjorie Arnold Rayton Linda Barnes
Wrennall Jackie Cochrane Mar jorie Wrennall
1st Dec| Linda Crump Stephen Crump Alison Dempsey
Ann Gill Linda Crump

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 2013

3rd Barbara and Frank McHugh
10th Uniformed Organisations
17th Brenda Farrer Irene Entwistle
24th Mollie Ward Sylvia Bairstow
(1st Dec) Volunteers required
SATURDAY CAFE NOVEMBER
2nd Ann Gill Ernest Wrennall
9th Lois Porter Linda Barnes
16th Sylvia Bairstow Mollie Ward
23rd Brenda Farrer Irene Entwistle
30th Jackie Cochrane Ann Gill
(7th Dec) Linda Barnes Ernest Wrennall
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